- » to 


IJRBaK  district  GOTJDGIL  of  GHGSHAivl 


R D P 0 R T 
of 


THD  hDDIGaL  OFPIGDR  OF  i^iyLTH  FOR 


v. 


THI!  19U1 


I«P**;jVcinSyivI.R.C«o*  )L»R»C»P»  jD.P»H 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i ve . o rg/detai  I s/b291 0340x 


CouQcil  Offices^ 

0hy8l'ia::i;,.3uclcs. 

Sapterabsr  1942. 


ilr.-  Chairijcuu  anu  Genole.aea^  ■*  ' 

«• 

‘ • I ho.ve  tue  honour*  lo  nub;iit  to  you  -ny 

.annual  Roporc  for  tho  yoc-^.r  1941.* 

Iri-Jino  1941  bb.  L-uooins  rosi^^nsd  his 
appoi nL  aon 1 5 anu  on  tiiS  -l^sth  ..■.ugust  1941  j 1 i-oo’.^:  up  the  duties  of 
dedical  •jf^ioer  of  Jieaith. 


ohi  ^prourius  of  isutional  oocurity  the 
jiinistry  of  .\eciltii  r ocorai-iends  tiiut  .'.riiiUd  .-ieporis  siioulu  not 
disclose  su-ehx  taoles  of  local  populations  ■ as"  nay  enable  any 
substantial  series  of  local  populoitions  to  be  recons tructea.  i.Iore- 
over,  no  reference  should  be  aaae  to  activities  en  connection  with 
wartime  inuus  trial,  nilitary  or  other  i.aportant  developments  such 
as  extensions  of  water  supplies  or  se'werage  worlts  or  utility 
undertakings . 


P.eport  can  but  represent 


Tn  tiiese  circu  istances , therefore,  this 
the  'dry-bones'''  of  the  matter,  and  we 


must  wait  the  successful  conclusion  of  the  war 
possible  t..'  give  full  cxccounts  of  such  its. ns  tis 


before  it  is 
the  local  Ganitary 


conditions,  xiousing, 


ilth 


:tC  . 


say  that 
Ihere  has 
rnaghi  tube 


the 


he; 


:1th  of  the 


been  rernarlvably  good. 


In  general,  hmvever,  it  is  possibl 
Community  has 

of  communicaole  diseases  of 
as  would  deserve  the  dsscriptioxi  '' spids  niC  . i'h 
srtheless,  five  casei  of  Typhoid  in  darch/xtpril  1941 


b e e n no  ou  tb  r s a It 


such 


a 
ere 


to 


and 


were,  nev; 

21  cases  of  scabies  in  uctober  1941.  In  this  freedom  from  serious 
outbre<aks  of  infectious  diseases,  Oheslia  a shares  the  relative 
immunity,  which  the  County  as  a whole  has  enjoyed. 


Unuer  the  jQabies  order  1941;  authority 
was  given  to  the  i/Ieuical  Officer  for  the  compulsory  treatment  of 
persons  suf ferine;  froni  Ccabies,  ana  in  the  arrange.nen ts  made  for 
the  treatment  of  such  cases,  the  County  Council  readily  plo.ced  at 
our  disposal  their  facilities  at  Germain  Street  jchool  Clinic,  and 
at  their  Rest  Centre,  C ongregat iorixxl  hail.  'i'he  more  severe  cai^es  in 
chiluren  were  ad.nitted  to  ..-x-my  ..illl  Sick  Bay. 


Pcirents  are  beconiing  incr oasihi^ly  awar 
of  the  importance  and  v^lue  of  having  their  childrt^n  immunized 
against  Diph ther'ia.  'fhis  disease,  thoui-h  liable  to  give  rise  to 
disabling  co.iplinations  at  all 

occurs  in  children  from  2 to  3 years  of  age,  and  this  accounts 
the  importance  of  having  infants  imiiunized  when  they  are  about 
months  old.  At  this  age,  and  indeed  up  to  5'  years  of  a^^e,  the 
Authority  responsible  for  the  pr.. -school  immunization  of  children 


.ges,  IS 
2 to  3 years  of 

g infants  imiiunized  when  they  are 
Lge,  and  indeed  up  to  5'  years  of  a^ 
for  the  pr. .-school  immunization  of 
is  the  '/elf are  j-.uthority,  which,  in  this  instaiic 
County  Council,  whereas  children  o.f 
of  the  Ohesnam  Urban  district  Council. 


for 
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school 
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re 


tilt 


th; 
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I .Sucks 
jsponsibi  li  ty 


A 


the  Germain  otreet  School  oh 


special  Immunization 
the  second  friaay  in 


Clinic  is  held  at 
each  month  at  lO.a.rn. 


Council  for 

invaluable . 
burses , P-:ur 


I would  like  to  thank  the  officials  of  your 
thjir  reauy  co-operation  at  all  times,  anu  especially 
your  -anitary  Inspector,  whose  assistance  has  been 
iilso  I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  County  Council 
ses  Lyal  and  i'anton,  for  their  splendid  work  at  the 
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Germain  Street  Minor  ^-^ilrnent  Clinic,  and 
Centre,  and  similarly  to  Miss  Goldstone, 
House  Sick  Bay. 


the  Infant  vi/e  If  are 
Matron  of  iMny  Mill 


In  presenting  this, 
Medical  Officer,  I desire  to  place  on 
of  the  kindly  goodwill  shown  to  me  by 
of  the  Committees  of  the  Council. 


my  first  Report,  as  your 
record  my  appreciation 
the  Chairmen  and  Members 


I am,  j ir.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  P.  SV^^KS  (Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
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ARRaNGI^xK^TS  op  THIii 


LiliiPORT 


STiJ^F 

• General  and  Vital  Statistics 

Special  Conditions 
^.rea  ; Population  : titc. 

Births  and  Deaths 

B . Health  Services 
A'lTibulance  Facilities 
Rursing 

Clinics  and  Hospitals 

C . Sanitary  Circu^ristances  of  thc^  Area 
Water 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 
Closet  ixCcOiainoaation 

D.  Housing 

D.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food* 
ivlilk  Supply 

Heat  - Slaughterhouses 
P.  Infectious  Diseases 


oOo 


stapp 


medical  offigar  of  hz;'.lth 

Robert  G.  Gubbins,  M.B.  ,Ch.B.  ,D.R.ii.  , 
(resigned  June  1941) 

T.  R.  Evans,  il.R . G . 8 . ,L  .R . 0.  P.  ,D.  R . H.  , 
(appointed  18  th  .-ugust  1941) 


IInCR.CTOR 


G . L . Brogan , A . R . 3 . 1 . , M . 8 . 1 . i-. . , 

A.  SYATI Slice  and  S0CI;i  CONDIlIOiv'S  OP  THE  iJAE. 


Area  (ucres;  of  District 

Nuinber  of  Inhabitable  Houses 
(per  rate  book) 

Rateable  Value  of  ..rea 

Sum  represented  by  Id. rate 


3,489 

3,310 
£66 , 137 
£254 


(V 


SOCIAL  Conditions 

The  general  character  of  the  area  is  that  cTf  a 
small  industrial  town,  ana  a variety  of  trades  and  manufacturing 
processes  are  carried  on.  The  population  is  principally  of  the 
artisan  class,  but  in  recent  years  the  town  ana  district  are 
becoming  increasingly  a London  dormitory. 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 

Births 

Males 


a.  Live  Births 

Legitimate  78 

Illegitimate  5 

b.  Still  Births 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate 


Rate  per  1,000  total  births  31.8. 

Deaths  Total 

”136’ 

a.  Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  nil 

b.  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  Males  Females 

Legitimate  2 2 

Illegitimate  1 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births.  27.2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  l,uuO  legitimate 

live  births  100 

I nf an tile  mortality 

All  infants  per  1,000  liv^  births  3I.8 

Dnglcina  ana  v'/ales  59.0 


Females  Total 

58  136 

5 10 

3 5 
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Diseases  etc. 


ilales  Females 


Heart  Disease 
Cancer 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage 
Bronchitis 

Other  respiratory  cases 
Pulmonary  puberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Other  circulatory  diseases 
Pneumonia 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 
I nf luenza 
Peptic  Ulcer 

Other  Digestive  Disturbances 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Measles 
Nephritis 

Diarrhoea  (under  1 year) 
Accidents 

Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


16 

14 

8 

4 
0 

5 
1 
2 
2 
0 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
0 

3 

2 

8 


14 

10 

9 

5 

1 

2 

2 

4 
1 
1 
2 
0 

5 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 
2 


B.  GSNIilRAL  PROVISIOi  S OF  HDi-iLTH  SURVICHS  ID  TUB  ARUD. 


( a ) Laboratory  Facilities 


« 


These  are  provided  by  the  Lmergency  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service,  which  is  one  of  the  many  Public  Health 
Laboratories  set  up  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  as  a war-time 
measure , 


The  Laboratory,  situated  at  Oxford,  has  been  of  great 
assistance  to  the  Council,  not  only  in  the  routine  microscopical 
examination  of  public  health  samples  submitted  for  investigation, 
but  also  from  the  asbistance  affordeu  in  field  surveys:  e.g. 
Members  of  the  staff  of  the  Laboratory  came  to  Chesham  to  trail 
the  source  of  infection  of  the  five  cases  of  typhoid  fever  which 
occurred  in  April  1941. 


( b ) Ambulance  Activity 


ji.mbulance  accommodation  for  general  medical  and  surgical 
cases  continue  to  be  provided  by  the  local  division  of  the 
St, John  ••  Ambulance. 


( c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 


Two  district  nurses  have 
since  August  1940. 


been  practising  in  the  town 


) 


( d ) Clinics  and  Hospitals 


of  a 


The  Bucks  County  Council 
.iinor  ...ilments  Clinic  and  a 


Clinic  serves  the  dual  purpose 
Specialized  Service  Clinic. 


The  usual  Specialized  Service  Clinics,  e.g.  Infant 
Welfare,  Orthopae  die,  Dental  Opthalmic  and  Tuberculosis,  have 
recently  been  augmented  by  an  Ante  Ratal  Clinic.  This  new  Clinic 
is  run  by  arrangement  between  the  Bucks  County  Council  and  a 
large  London  Teaching  Hospital  which  has  been  evacuated  to 
Asheridge  Hospital,  where  the  confinements  now  take  place,  instead 
of.  hitherto  at  Putnam  Hduss,  .-„ylesbury. 


C . rg^ITARY  CIR0U.1STaKCL3  OF  TKL  aRLA 


(a)  Vater  Supply 

Regular  periodic  samples  are  being  taken  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  investigation.  At  no  time  during  the  year 
has  the  character  of  the  drinking  water  supply  been  suspect:  the 


( 
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reaultB  of  routine  examinations  are  invariably  satisfactory. 


In  the  event  of  extensive  hamate  by  enemy  action 
and  contamination  of  the  water  supply,  precautions  have  be:  n 
taken  to  issue  to  householders  a leaflet  describing  the  method 
of  purification  - chlorination  and  de-chlorination. 

( b ) Public  Cleansing 

It  has  been  estimated  that  over  one  tenth  of  the 
houses  in  the  area  are  drained  by  cesspool.  So  many  requests  are 
made  to  this  Department  to  have  their  cesspools  emptied  as  a 
matter  of  urgency,  that  the  Council  considered  the  advisability 
of  buying  a machine  - a cesspool  exhauster,  but  it  was  finally 
deciued  that  the  present  was  not  an.,  oppo-’tune  time  to  pursue  the 
matter.  A nu  .iber  of  requests  are  made  to  have  these  cesspools 
emptied,  but  as  we  have  no  facilicies  these  requests  have  to  be 
forwarded  to  a neig  .bouring  authority. 


As  the  question  of  extending  the  sewerage  system 
in  the  district  cannot  be  undertaken  for  some  time,  I trust  the 
Council  will  give  their  early  and  favourable  reconsideration  to 
the  purchase  of  such  a veliicle. 


D.  liUUCINC 


There  has  oeen  neithar  time  nor  opportunity  to  undertake  a 
systematic  inspection  of  houees  during  the  year.  Reliance  has 
had  to  be  placed  upon  the  receipt  of  complaints  of  nuisances. 


The  investigation  of  these  complaints  of  nuisances  has  brought 
to  light  cases  of  severe  overcrowding,  due  in  part  to  vi'hat  may  be 
termed  a resident-evacuee  problem  : that  is  to  say,  when  people 
are  officially  evacuated  from  a blitzed  area  to  Chesham,  they  are 
dealt  with  through  the  evacuation  Committee,  and  arb  allotted  a 
billet:  often  a change  of  status  occurs  in  the  evacuee,  i.e., 

the  person  obtains  a job  locally  instead  of  going  to  London  daily, 
and  according  to  the  regulations  he  immediately  ceases  to  be  an 
official  evacuee,  and  automatically  becomes,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  a Chesham  resident.  In  the  meantime  the  rooms  allotted 
to  the  evacuee  have  been  ’swarmed’  by  other  unofficial  evacuees. 
Thus  arise  complaints  from  both  parties  to  the  arrangement  - 
the  evacuee-resiaent  and  the  billet  lady. 

So  far  the  most  severe  cases  have  been  d:.alt  v;ith  without 
recourse  to  the  use  of  the  pow;jrs  conferred  by  Part  IV  of  the 
Housing  -.ct  1936,  buL  if  this  unofficial  infiltration  cont  Lnues 
on  anything  like  a large  scale,  there  must  arise  a serious  number 
of  overcrowding  cases. 


E.  IHSPLCTIOL  aLD 


iV 


SICK 


X KJ 


OP  POOD 


(a)  i.iilk  Supply 

There  are  8 cow-keepers  and  18 
or  sellin^i  milk  within  the  area. 


dairymen  producing 


Milk  for.iis  such 
every  endeavour  slioula  be  tmde, 
times,  to  preserve,  if  possible 
cleanliness.  ''/ith  this  in  view 
visit  as  many  as  possible. 


an  important  article  of  diet  that 
despite  the  difficulties  of  the 
the  pre-war  standards  of 
the  oanitary  Inspector  and  myself 


Many  of  the  dairy  premises  and 
and  in  neeu  of  structural  alteration,  out  it  is 
will  be  carried  out  when  the  tii.ie  is  opportune. 


cowsheds  are  old 
hoped  that  these 


r 


0* 
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(b)  Other  Foods 
ivieat 

x^rom  the  3ariitary  Iricjpector ’ a Reports  the  effect 
of  the  introduction  of  the  livestocic  (Restriction  on  Slaughtering) 
Order  1940  will  he  seen,  fhe  centralisation  of  the  slaughter  of 
cattle  and  sheep  has  rendered  the  supervision  of  such  slaughtering 
and  the  examination  of  carcasses  much  easier.  The  numbers  of 
visits  paid  by  your  Inspector  to  the  Slaughter  House  daring  the 
year  does  not  call  for  any  further  comment  by  me. 

Numbers  of  Animals  Killed 


Period  January  1941 to  December  1941 

Bulla  Bullocks  Cows  Calves  Sheep  PIas 

18  1,634  234  442  8,697  44 


Appruximate  weight  of  meat  an^  offal  conuemned 


P. 


Beef 

19,031  IbB. 

Mutton 

293  ” 

Pork 

342  " 

V sal 

87  '' 

Dggs 

858 

i iJvD  CONTROL 

OVDR  INPLCTIOU, 

Diphtheria 


During  the  year  1941,  one  case  of  diphtheria  was 
notified,  but  on  admission  to  Hospital,  laboratory  investigation 
did  not  confirm  this. 


The  campaign  in  favour  of  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  is  shewing  progressing  good  results  so  far  as  numbers 
are  concerned.  The  numbers  of  children  immunized  up  to  31st. Dec. 
1941  were  as  follows 


Up  to  3 years  of  age  47. 3^ 

3 to  13  years  of  age  74. 25^ 

There  was  a small  but  sharp  outbreak  of  Typhoid 
involving  five  cases  in  April  1941.  Investigations  were  carried 
out  by  Dr.Gubbins  with  the  assistance  of  members  of  the  btaff  of 
the  Dmergency  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Oxford.  The  type  of 
Typhoid  bacillus  was  unusual,  but  though  exhaustive  inquiries  of 
several  possible  sources  of  infection  were  made,  the  source'  of 
infection  was  not  successfully  established. 


Disease 


Case 

Typhoid 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Dncep. Lethargic a 

Cerehro  Spinal  i.Ieningi tis 


s Notified 

5 

34 

43 

1 

274 

1 

1 

1 

2 


Hospital 

5 

34 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Deaths 


1 


1 


